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Easingwold Primary School were 
thrilled to welcome back more children 
last week. Up until now, school.....
continued on page 5.

RETURN TO SCHOOL

NORTH YORKSHIRE

CUNDALL MANOR

enquiries@yorkshirevwcamperhire.co.uk 
www.yorkshirevwcamperhire.co.uk  

07789 637945

Holidays with

Welcome to Yorkshire VW Camper hire

Yorkshire Yorkshire VWVW
Camper HireCamper Hire

enquiries@yorkshirevwen uiries@ orkshirev

HAPPY DAYS with Lola!!

Travelling in a vintage Volkswagen Travelling in a vintage Volkswagen 
Campervan is the ideal way to explore Campervan is the ideal way to explore 
all that Yorkshire has to offer; stunning all that Yorkshire has to offer; stunning 
countryside, historic and beautiful countryside, historic and beautiful 
cities, market towns, quaint villages and cities, market towns, quaint villages and 
breathtaking coastline.breathtaking coastline.

Whether you plan to have an action Whether you plan to have an action 
packed break or a relaxing chill out, we are packed break or a relaxing chill out, we are 
sure that you will enjoy the  exibility and sure that you will enjoy the  exibility and 
freedom that a campervan has to offer. freedom that a campervan has to offer. 
Who needs a timetable when you have Who needs a timetable when you have 
some of the most stunning sites in the some of the most stunning sites in the 
British Isles at your  ngertips.British Isles at your  ngertips.

Create your own holiday- relax on a beach, Create your own holiday- relax on a beach, 
walk the Cleveland Way, cycle in Dalby walk the Cleveland Way, cycle in Dalby 
Forest, learn to surf, or just take in the Forest, learn to surf, or just take in the 
stunning coastline that Yorkshire has to stunning coastline that Yorkshire has to 
offer.  Alternatively, why not take Lola to offer.  Alternatively, why not take Lola to 
a festival and have somewhere cool to a festival and have somewhere cool to 
stay, hire her for your Wedding Day or stay, hire her for your Wedding Day or 
Honeymoon, or take your loved one out Honeymoon, or take your loved one out 
for an evening to celebrate that special for an evening to celebrate that special 
occasion; the choice is yours.occasion; the choice is yours.

We are located just off the A64, 4 miles out We are located just off the A64, 4 miles out 
of Scarborough which is an ideal location to of Scarborough which is an ideal location to 
start your adventures.start your adventures.

We specialise in classic VW camper hire in 
the North Yorkshire Moors, Yorkshire Wolds 
and East Coast area. 

Yorkshirevwcamperhire            @retrocamper

PTO to read 

about weddings 

with Lola

= Includes an additional ‘Relaxed 
Performance’ on 5th August at 2.00 pm.  
Specially adapted for people with Autism 

Spectrum Disorders.  See overleaf.

Music and lyrics by STEPHEN SCHWARTZ.  
Book by JOHN CAIRD

This amateur production is presented by 
arrangement with JOSEF WEINBERGER LTD. on 

behalf of MUSIC THEATRE INTERNATIONAL of NEW YORK.

4th, 5th= & 6th August 2016
7.30 pm (Sat. Matinee 2.00 pm)

Tickets: From £12

YESOS Youth Musical Theatre presents
a musical from the creator of Wicked and Godspell

01737 276500
www.harlequintheatre.co.uk

Supporting: 

One of THE
TOUGHEST 

adventure 
rides in 

the UK

22nd-24th June 2018
www.yorkshiretruegrit.co.uk

C
ycling Plus

STAND C7.1
BIGGER  •  BETTER  •  STRONGER

DEALS
at BETA International 2018

GET IT AT

RED
GORILLA

DEALS VALID UNTIL END JAN 2018

BathroomsAllerton Park, the perfect accommodation for 
wedding party guests of Allerton Castle weddings

Due to the Coronavirus we are offering 
limited print essentials such as flyers, 
letterheads, posters, business cards, 

invoice ncr pads, etc. please email your 
requirements to: info@ghsmith.com

www.moverleyskiphire.co.uk
info@moverleyskiphire.co.uk

All Sizes of Skips
Fast, Reliable Service
Recycling Your Waste
Licensed Tipping Facilities
Wait and Load Service
Reclaimed Building Materials
Crushed Rubble

Suppliers of: 
 Heating Oil 

 AGA Additives 

 Boiler Additives 

Run Out of Fuel! 
Don’t Worry 

20 Litre Drums of Heating Oil 
Available to Collect  

HG5 0RB 

01423 396789 
www.yorkshireoils.co.uk 

andrew@yorkshireoils.co.uk 

Mark Hopkins Est 1988

YORKSHIRE  
LANDSCAPES LTD

PATIOS • DRIVES • KEY BLOCK PAVING
STONE & BRICK WALLING • SUNKEN GARDENS

TREE SURGEON • PONDS • TURFING
LOW MAINTENANCE GARDENS BUILT

GREEN OAK PERGOLAS

GARDENS DESIGNED
TEL: 01347 868466 OR 01845 597001
E-mail: hopkins@yorkshirelandscapesltd.co.uk

MARK 
FAIRWEATHER

 GROUNDWORKS LTD
Driveways Concreting

Paths & Patios 
Garden Alterations

Drainage Foundations
Demolition 

7.5 Ton - 360˚ Digger / 1.6 Ton - Mini 
360˚ Digger

7 Ton - 180˚ Digger 
Dumpers from 1 Ton to 4 Ton 

½ Ton Single Drum Vibrating Roller
3 Ton Twin Drum Vibrating Roller

All commercial, Agricultural & Domestic 

Clive House, Brafferton, 
Helperby. York 

YO61 2PQ 
MOB: 07974435353
TEL: 01423 360418

Company Reg: 7039826

Antique and Collectables Auction
Saturday 25th July @ 10am

Roxby Business Park York Road Easingwold YO61 3FS

01347 821379 or 07889297396

A collection of over 1050 lots 
interesting Antiques collected from 

throughout North Yorkshire
Viewing by appointment only 

View and bid online at www.thesaleroom.com 
 new to Summersgills www.easyliveauctions.com

BID ONLINE,  BY PHONE AND COMMISSION BIDS
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It has been many weeks  
since our way of life changed

We have tried to adjust to a new 
“normal” with social distancing, 
closed schools, shops, cafes and 
pubs, and for some it has meant 
self-isolation and not going out at all. 
For many people this has been very 
challenging.

We are fortunate to live in a 
community where people stepped 
forward to give their time to help 
others in difficult circumstances.

The Easingwold District 
Community Care Association 
always tries to find ways to support 
the people in this district. Over the 
last 3 months it has used existing 
volunteers’ help and recruited new 
volunteers to deliver services during 
the current crisis.

EDCCA has increased its Meals on 
Wheels service to 5 days a week, 
delivering over 550 meals each month 
to people in Easingwold and villages. 
This has been seen as a vital service 
for those who normally go out for a 

cooked meal, or have family or friends 
to make one for them. It is not only a 
hot 2 course nutritious lunch that is 
important for health but also contact 
with members of their community.

We have a great team of volunteers 
ensuring that anyone who needs to 
stay at home can still get the shopping 
they need and have their prescription 
collected and delivered to them.

For those who are struggling 
with a sense of isolation we have 
volunteers who can provide a 
telephone befriending service. There 
are currently many people benefiting 
from someone giving them a ring on a 
regular basis for a friendly chat.

If you would like to know more about 
EDCCA see our advertisement.

Fraud - number 
spoofing

You are at home and receive a 
phone call on your landline or mobile. 
The caller display on your phone 
shows a number which purports to 
be the bank. The number displayed 
is the same number on your bank 
statement or bank card. You are 
therefore satisfied that it is the bank 
calling you, or is it?

Number spoofing is a method 
by which fraudsters using easily 
accessible software can make any 
number they dial from appear on 
the recipient’s phone as any number 
they chose. This could be your bank, 
building society or even the police. 
This will then convince the intended 
victim that they are indeed speaking 
to their bank when in fact they are 
talking to fraudsters.

North Yorkshire Police has seen a 
rise in this type of fraud.

Read more about this and the simple 
steps you can take to protect yourself 
at the North Yorkshire Police website.

Schools across North 
Yorkshire begin to 

return to ‘new normal’ 
thanks to hard work of 

staff and teachers
Primary schools across the county 

began to return on Monday into the 
brave new world created by the Covid-
19 pandemic.

For many youngsters, it’s the first 
time they will have been in a formal 
learning setting in ten weeks and 
in a lot of cases the school they 
recognized will be very different with 
social distancing measures in place.

But North Yorkshire’s teachers have 
formed a new front line in the fight to 
get back to a new normal, providing a 
safe, consistent space where children 
can learn safely.

Stuart Carlton, Corporate Director of 
Children and Young People’s Service 
said: “As our schools begin to return, 
it’s important parents and students are 
reassured they are safe and measures 
are in place to keep them that way.

“The hard work of our teachers 
means creative and safe measures 
have been put in place to give children 
a stable learning environment. 

“There’s a focus not just on their 
learning, but their happiness.”

Easingwold Primary School
Easingwold Primary School took 

a step towards normality as they 
reopened this week.

Rigorous planning and creative ideas 
on how to keep students both happy 
and safe meant their first day back ran 
as smoothly as possible, according to 
Acting Head Alison Cottrell.

Alison said in order to ensure 
the school is a safe, welcoming 
environment for children to be, she 
created action plans and put together 
Q&A leaflets for both parents and 
children so they know what to expect.

She said: “I wanted to answer 
as many questions as possible for 
parents and for children so they 
weren’t coming in blind.

“The one for children made it clear 
the school is still here for them, it 

had pictures of our students from 
key worker families completing 
handwashing protocol and showed 
things like the painted markings on 
the playground which children can 
use safely.

“We’ve planned the entire day, from 
using separate entrances and exits to 
cleaning throughout and having two 
adults in every classroom to ensure 
that happens.”

Alison added they will ease back into 
learning in a supportive, light way.

She said: “The first week of learning 
will be very light – we don’t want to go 
rushing straight back in.

“We are starting by touching up 
on key skills like mental maths, 
timetables, handwriting, to ease 
students back in.

“We have a big focus on practical 
things so children can work 
independently in a socially distant and 
safe way and also a large focus on 
PHSCE to enable children to talk about 
their experiences.”

Alison added they’ve put together 
creative packs for younger children 
to ensure they don’t miss out on 
anything, too.

She added: “Monday went really 
smoothly, children were so excited – 
but everyone stuck to the rules and 
everyone did their absolute best. It’s a 
step towards normality.”

Dunkirk - 80 years
I lived many years Gorleston
Near Yarmouth by the sea
And every year by the river

Many boats came in for all to see

One day as we reviewed them
A young girl came to me

'I wonder' she said  
'this is my Dad's boat'

'Come aboard and have a look see'

She told me how her father
Took his fishing boat

Across the North Sea to Dunkirk
It was hard to keep afloat

He was only meant to pick up 4
But each time he picked up more

and more

He made this journey time after time
Picking up every man he could

Not caring the boat was over full
But rescuing everyone he could

It was a miracle to see

The bravery of rescuers then
Risking sub attacks and  

bomber planes
Diving into them over and over again

Look back on these brave men now
For without this wonderful bravery

There would not be a Britain
For the likes of you and me.

B. Tildesley

Parking operations to return to normal
As more shops across North 

Yorkshire open from Monday, 15 June, 
both on-street and off-street parking 
enforcement operations will return to 
normal to help to manage traffic and to 
make social distancing easier. 

Since the start of the lockdown 
enforcement has targeted only 
dangerous and obstructive parking, but 
full enforcement will be reintroduced 
from 15 June.

North Yorkshire County Councillor 
Don Mackenzie, Executive Member 
for Access, said: “At any time, parking 
enforcement is an essential tool in 
helping to manage traffic flow to 
provide ease of access for all road 
users. As our towns open up it is 
important to manage traffic and to 
support the emergency active travel 
measures implemented to enable 
pedestrians and cyclists to maintain 
social distancing.”

NHS staff, health or social care 
workers and NHS volunteer responders 
will still benefit from free parking, as 
long as they display their NHS permit 
or another valid form of evidence. This 
is a nationally recognised scheme and 
permits can only be issued by the 
worker’s employer.

Please exercise social distancing 
when accessing and leaving 

your vehicle and paying to park. If 
possible, pay using the contactless 
RingGo service in Scarborough or 
the AppyParking app in Harrogate, 
which is available for on and off-street 
parking. Anyone needing to pay by 
cash is asked to use hand sanitiser 
before and after using the parking 
machine to minimise their risk of 
catching or spreading the virus.

On-street parking restrictions are 
enforced on behalf of the County 
Council by Scarborough Borough 
Council in the Hambleton, Ryedale, 
Richmondshire, and Scarborough 
areas and by Harrogate Borough 
Council in the Craven, Harrogate and 
Selby areas.

Cllr Tony Randerson, Scarborough 
Borough Council Cabinet Member for 
Neighbourhoods, said: 

“We’ve worked with the County 
Council to agree a sensible approach 
to the reintroduction of formal parking 
management from later this month. 
This will allow people to support local 
businesses, find a place to park safely 
and adhere to the necessary social 
distancing measures.”

In the run up to 15 June, warning 
notices will be issued to motorists 
with expired permits and those 
contravening the regulations. 

Greater transparency 
needed on standards of 

grain imports
The NFU is asking the government 

and supply chains for greater 
transparency around the standards 
associated with imported grain as 
the UK seeks new trade deals around 
the world.

The call comes at Cereals LIVE as 
NFU President Minette Batters joins 
Defra Farming Minister Victoria 
Prentis (in a pre-recorded address), 
Andrew Opie from the British Retail 
Consortium, Dr Ludevine Pettitin from 
Cardiff University and Jane King from 
AHDB, in a session focusing on global 
trade, Coronavirus impacts and food 
security.

Mrs Batters will highlight that 
while UK grain producers are held to 
account by both regulatory standards 
and farm assurance standards, there 
is a significant lack of information 
about the standards to which imported 
grain is produced to meaning we 
could see a trade policy that allows 

grain to be imported into the UK which 
has been produced using chemicals 
that are illegal here.

Speaking ahead of the event, Mrs 
Batters said: “Over the past 10 years 
grain imports into the UK have almost 
doubled, yet our own farmers have 
no information about how the product 
they are competing against has been 
produced. This has caused a serious 
knock in confidence for British grain 
producers.

“As we embark on new trading 
opportunities around the world, it is 
essential that a level playing field is 
established. Many farmers have been 
struggling to grow key crops since the 
ban of products like neonicotinoids 
and chlorothalonil, and now face a 
double whammy of a trade policy 
that allows food into the UK which 
has been produced using the very 
products that are now illegal here. 
Yes, the domestic grain market needs 
imports to meet public demand, but 
transparency is crucial if we are 
to ensure British producers aren’t 
undercut by sub-standard imports.

“We also have to consider our 
climate change responsibility. British 
farmers are on the front line of climate 
change –much of this year’s crops 
have already been impacted by the 
extremes of severe flooding closely 
followed by the recent dry weather.

“The government needs to show it is 
serious about tackling our greenhouse 
gas footprint, not just on what we 
produce, but on what we consume. 
Transparency around food imports is 
the first step to ensuring we don’t 
undermine our ambition to be world 
leaders in sustainable, nature-friendly 
food.

“Considering the impacts of COVID-
19 and the long term challenges of 
climate change, we must reflect on 
food supply both domestically and 
around the world. We want our 
farmers and the public to be confident 
that the food available on supermarket 
shelves has been produced to world-
leading standards, no matter where it 
has come from.”
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F U N E R A L  D I R E C T O R S

Chapel Street, Easingwold, York, YO61 3AF.        
T: 01347 666505

•  Private Chapels of Rest
•  
•   24 hour help and advice service,  

365 days a year
•    

and run - Independent

•  Payment plans available

 

Easingwold Chapel available for services

Bratislava: Locked-
Down In The Old Town
In our 25th April issue we had 

"Greetings from Sweden" an article by 
sister Sarah who has lived in Sweden 
for over 25 years and now we have an 
article by son Ashley, (a personal tutor) 
who spends his working life flying 
around Europe from job to job. Editor

11th of March, 10.33pm CET: 
“Mum, don’t worry, I’ll be home on 
the 13th - It’s not like they’re going 
to close the borders or anything…..”. 
13th of March, 9am CET: “Yeah, looks 
like I’ll be staying for a while - Slovakia 
has closed its borders”. Thus, my 
‘internment’ in Bratislava had begun. 
What began as a pitstop before my 
next position, a quick few days away 
for steak, karaoke and a good time, 
turned into a 3 month adventure into 
lockdown, quarantine, face masks, 
hand washing, social distancing and 
isolation. However, I couldn’t have 
picked a better country to sit out this 
pandemic if I tried.

Bratislava, the capital of Slovakia, 
has become rather a home away from 
home over the past few years. Located 
in the centre of Europe (not eastern 
Europe), the picturesque city has all 
the beauty, charm and character one 
would expect from a historic European 
capital, albeit on a much more intimate 
and quaint scale. A cheap flight from 
Leeds-Bradford or a scenic 2 hour 
cruise down the Danube from Vienna, 
Bratislava is a wonderful capital. It’s 
one I’ve visited countless times, yet 
one I never thought I would end up 
living in for so long.

I could have made ‘The Dash to 
Vienna’. A clandestine operation; bribe 
a taxi driver to take me to the border. 
Under the cover of hazy twilight, sneak 
past the guards into Austria. Then 
home free back to Blighty. Whilst 
fleeing across Europe in some high 
octane ‘chasing-the-sunset’ manner 
seemed appealing, seeing the horror 
stories of Brits being stranded in 
airports across the world, unable to 
reach home, the prospect lost its 
dramatic charm quickly. I elected to 
wait it out in Bratislava. Having failed at 
any kind of successful communication 
with my own embassy or the foreign 
office, the Slovakian government 
came out with an assuring statement; 
anyone who legally came into Slovakia 
before lockdown would be able to stay 
until the crisis officially ended, plus a 
one month grace period. We wouldn’t 
be overstaying our welcome. At first 
I thought it would be a week, then a 
month and after a while I began to 
understand this crisis wasn’t going 
away anytime soon.

Bratislava took the crisis extremely 
seriously. Indeed, upon my arrival to 
the country on the 28th of February 
I was temperature screened at the 
airport. By March the 9th, schools 
had already been closed, events 
cancelled and sanitization practices 
adopted. March the 12th and a “State 
of emergency” was called. The next 
day borders, train stations and airports 
were closed. Everything was closed, 
other than essential supermarkets 
and pharmacies. These had reduced 
opening and closing times. Face masks 
in the street became mandatory, 
people were told to stay socially 
distant. And they did. For the most part 
the streets were empty throughout this 
time. Instead people took bike rides, 
ran along the river, walked through 
parks. The government gave clear, 
regular messages to the people and 
made decisions based on scientific, 
logical reasoning. Common sense 
prevailed. By the 22nd of April the four 
stage plan of lifting quarantine was 
initiated (of which we are in the final 
stage as of the writing of this article). 

It has often felt as if we have been 
watching the Coronavirus crisis from 
a bubble. The infuriating madness 
of our own country’s haphazard, ill 
conceived and frankly late response 
would be embarrassing, if it wasn’t so 
tragic. Although, our response appears 
resplendent in comparison to those of 
America, “One day, it’s like a miracle. 

It will disappear” or Belarus, “tractors 
and vodka will kill the virus”. For a 
country with a GDP of 3.3% of Great 
Britains’, Slovakia has handled this 
situation incredibly well. In Bratislava, 
even the drunks (of which there are 
many) wear face masks……

How is/was lockdown in Bratislava? 
Its unbelievable how quickly the 
time has passed. Of course, home 
was sorely missed and there were 
many difficult moments of “Covid-
fever” - (cabin fever with underlying 
tones of static claustrophobia and 
youtube induced conspiracy theory) 
and yet I have much to be thankful 
for; a wonderful Airbnb apartment, the 
ability to work remotely and a country 
who has proceeded with common 
sense throughout this uncertain time. 
In addition, my girlfriend and I had 
each other, and whilst arguments 
occurred (roughly once per week, just 
prior to my day off) we laughed, 
goofed around, and “quarantined” 
exceptionally well.

Writing this after 3 months, with 
another month to go, I shall be 
genuinely sad to say goodbye to a 
city that looked after us throughout 
the craziness that has become 2020. 
At the time of writing this article there 
have been 1,526 cases of Covid-19 
and 28 deaths resulting from it. In the 

entire country. Bratislava has had 366 
cases. If/when the second wave hits, 
lockdown in the old town is looking 
pretty good right about now.
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Tucker Talks 750 (digital)
Falcons update

After the senseless arson of their 
equipment building, volunteers have 
worked hard to clear the mess, and 
the gofundme appeal has almost 
reached their target of £5,000.

Two viruses?
Edward Colston (1636-1721) was 

a successful Bristol merchant.  He 
dealt in things like cloth, oil, wine and 
grapes but was also involved in the 
slave trade. He became a member 
and at one time the senior executive 
of the Royal African Company which 
held the monopoly in trade along the 
west coast of Africa in gold, silver, 
ivory, and slaves. It traded in tens 
of thousands of men, women and 
children, many of whom died on the 
voyage from Africa to the Americas. 
He later used his wealth to support 
the poor in Bristol and to fund the 
University. For that he earned a statue. 
Last weekend it was pulled down 
by protesters and dumped in Bristol 
harbour, an act which reminded me of 
another outburst against repression, 
the Boston Tea Party. 

A plaque on that statue described 
him as virtuous and wise, something 
which has been of intense and 
understandable offence to people of 
colour. Tearing the statue down and 
pushing it into the harbour amounts to 
criminal damage, an offence which is 
described in the law as the deliberate 
or reckless destruction or damaging 
of another’s property committed 
“without lawful excuse.” I can imagine 
an interesting trial of whether the 
wording on the plaque gave any form 
of lawful excuse for removing the 
statue.

Whether one approves or not of the 
conduct of those who pulled the statue 
down, I think the real point is that 
there should not be today in a country 
which the Prime Minister assures us 
is not racist anything which appears to 
glorify or offer admiration for anyone 
who made money from capturing or 
buying and then dealing in people as 

commodities like wheat or biscuits. 
The coronavirus story has suddenly 

become entwined with yet another 
example of extreme violence against 
a black man. The infection is racism.  
On an ordinary day in Minneapolis 
an ordinary man called George Floyd 
bought cigarettes with what is said 
to be a counterfeit $20 note. While 
he was sitting in his car outside the 
shop two employees came out and 
asked for the cigarettes back. He 
refused. They called the police. There 
is one small detail in the case which 
strikes me as significant. When the 
employees called the police they told 
the despatcher that the man was 
drunk and out of control, and I would 
be deeply surprised if this information 
was not passed on to the officers 
who responded to the call. Police 
work is very varied in its demands. 
I imagine a line drawn between 
“service” and “battle”. At the service 
end, which is the day-to-day business 
of the police, we find the constable 
or support officer talking to people 
in the street, attending to clear up 
at traffic accidents, entering a house 
where neighbours are concerned for 
the occupant, and even having to tell 
someone that a member of their family 
has died. At the “battle” end of the line 
comes breaking up a fight or arresting 
an armed robber or a drug dealer, 
going towards danger while others 
head away from it. It may just be – 
we shall learn in due course – that 
the Minneapolis officers turned up at 
this trivial incident expecting a battle, 
and didn’t notice that this was not the 
case. All over a $20 note. 

Looking forward
OK: so 2020 is a catastrophe for 

everyone, not least the children in 
primary years 2 to 5 and all secondary 
school children who will lose a 
sizeable chunk of their school year. So 
let us look at the good points. It was 
a warm and sunny spring, good for 
queueing outside shops. It encouraged 
new activities: painting in the house, 
growing flowers, fruit and vegetables, 
even teaching the kids while they’re 
out of  school. Then there is the new 
way of having meetings: on Zoom or 
similar conferencing apps. And there 
is Captain Tom Moore – everyone’s 
favourite Grandad or Great-Grandad. 

There are also the opportunities for 
a better future. Although the physical 
and mental health of some in our 
community has suffered from being 
cooped up, the fitness of others will 
have improved as they take advantage 
of the absence of cars to walk out for 
exercise or to run. That may last. Then 
there is the boon of cleaner air which 
will have helped those with breathing 
difficulties. The National Grid has 
not burned any coal for two months, 
relying on wind and other sources of 
energy to meet the lower demand for 

electricity during the lockdown. 
Chickens and bleach

On page 59 of their 64-page 
manifesto for the 2019 general election 
the Conservative Party said this: In 
our trade talks, we will follow the 
following principles: in all of our trade 
negotiations, we will not compromise 
on our high environmental protection, 
animal welfare and food standards.

However, this commitment seems 
to have been dumped. As part of 
a trade deal with the United States 
the government plans to allow the 
importation to this country for human 
consumption of chlorinated chicken 
and hormone-fed beef. That is a 
serious compromise of animal welfare 
and food standards. 

Dealing first with the chicken: this 
is a world-wide source of cheap 
food. According to the British Poultry 
Council, the industry’s mouthpiece, 
poultry is half the meat we in this 
country eat. 

Chlorinated chicken is meat that 
has been treated and immersed in 
the chemical chlorine after slaughter. 
That does not make it unfit to 
eat. The reason is to reduce the 
amount of bacteria on the skin of 
the chicken. This is a problem with 
American chicken because of poorer 
standards of welfare in rearing the 
chickens and at slaughter houses. 
The chlorine treatment may hide the 
level of bacteria rather than reduce it 
according to some research. Chicken 
always needs to be thoroughly cooked 
in order to kill all bacteria, otherwise 
food poisoning can result. Chlorine-
treated chicken is banned in most of 
Europe. The problem with allowing 
this in as food is that the origin of meat 
can easily be lost in the food chain, as 
some recent cases have shown. It also 
acquiesces in poor animal welfare.

The Poultry Council fears that if 
food produced to lower standards is 
allowed to enter the British market, 
it will create a two-tier food system, 
in which only the affluent can afford 
to eat British food grown to British 
standards. 

The problem with hormone-fed 
beef is different. American cattle are 
routinely fed up to six hormones in 
order to increase their rate of growth 
and therefore the profit each animal 
will make. These hormones remain in 
parts of the animal, and there is some 
concern that it could then migrate 
into the humans who consume it. 
Reading up on this suggests to me 
that this is not as great an issue as the 
conditions in which chickens are bred, 
but it is another example of farming 
practice that offends against a sense 
that the animal’s natural wellbeing 
is neglected in favour of the mighty 
dollar.

TUCKER

TALKS 
THIRSK

CLA responds to EU trade talks
Responding to the conclusion of 

the 4th round of FTA negotiations 
between the UK and the European 
Union, Country Land and Business 
Association President Mark Bridgeman 
said:

“It is of great concern to farmers 
in the UK, and I’m sure the European 
Union too, that these talks are making 
such limited progress.

“The EU sells £33bn of agricultural 
products to the UK each year – almost 
£20bn more than we sell to them - so 
the Prime Minister is absolutely right 
to have confidence in the value of 
our market.  But make no mistake, 
without a quality free trade agreement 

thousands of farmers both in the UK 
and the EU would go out of business, 
with all the devastation to lives and 
communities that go with it.

“We understand a degree of 
posturing is inevitable, but no one – 
on either side of the negotiating table 
– should forget what is at risk.  We 
strongly encourage both sides to return 
to the table as quickly as possible.”

The European Union presently 
exports €37bn (£33bn) of food products 
to the United Kingdom each year.  
Meanwhile, the United Kingdom 
exports £13.7bn (€15.3bn) of food 
products to the European Union.

Thought provoking view  
from Knott Lane, Easingwold

photo by Jacqueline Goddard

Newts in Easingwold
My small wildlife pond has been home to several newts and, this week, I spotted this little creature, which is a newt 

tadpole... about 15mm (just short of 5/8 inch) long!
Mark Pickin

I’ANSON BUY PRIME 13-ACRE SITE  
AT DALTON NEW BRIDGE 

Masham-based animal feed 
manufacturer I'Anson Brothers 
has completed the purchase of a 
prime 13-acre prime employment 
site at Dalton New Bridge (DNB), a 
pioneering commercial and industrial 
development in North Yorkshire

I’Anson will shortly begin the 
construction of a state-of-the-art 
23,000 sq ft feed mill and new site 
service road at Dalton New Bridge.

The sale price was undisclosed.   
Managing director Chris I’Anson 

(great grandson of Christopher 
I’Anson who founded the company in 
1900) said: “This is very significant 
investment for our company and is the 

major part of our strategy to secure 
50-year further growth for the longer 
term sustainability of our business 
and the future generations of our 
employees, customers and family.”

Lindsay Ross, spokesman for 
DNB, said that: “I’Anson is a long 
established and reputable North 
Yorkshire business and we are very 
pleased to see their move to Dalton 
New Bridge. The new mill will be a 
local landmark.”

The mill, which received planning 
permission from Hambleton District 
Council last year, represents the 
largest investment in I’Anson’s history. 

The next printed issues will be 
Saturday 11th July 2020
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Well here at the Easingwold Advertiser & 
Thirsk Weekly News, we have our very 
own little people who like to hide in the 
newspaper. They can be very tricky to find, 
as they are very small and they like to jump 
from page to page and get into all kinds of 
mischief!

Every week, either Tommy or Tracey will be 
hiding somewhere in the newspaper – if you 
can find one of them you could win a prize!

Just take a picture or cut them out, and 
send to us with your name, age, address and 
contact number and each week there will be 
one lucky winner.

Email to: claire@ghsmith.com or post to:  
The Advertiser Office, Market Place, Easingwold, York YO61 3AB

T&C apply: No cash alternative. Winner’s photo must appear in the 
newspaper, only one entry per person, per week.

Please note: Opinions expressed in letters published are not necessarily opinions held by 
the Editor or the Publishers of the Easingwold Advertiser & Weekly News and Thirsk Weekly 
News. The Publishers of the Easingwold Advertiser & Weekly News and Thirsk Weekly 
News hold no responsibility for the accuracy of any details contained within advertisements. 
To avoid mistakes please ensure ALL copy is clearly presented, preferably typed or neatly 
written. The deadline for contributed copy is 5pm on the Monday prior to publication.

A168 Closed due to 
accident

Police were called to reports of a 
collision between a car and a lorry 
on the A168 northbound near Dalton 
Monday 8th June. 

No serious injuries were reported 
following the incident, which happened 
at around 7am. 

A man in his 30s from the Thirsk 
area who was driving the car was 
arrested on suspicion of drink driving.

Easingwold Town 
Council Planning 

Applications
20/01049/REM Application for 

reserved matters in relation to 
appearance, landscaping, layout and 
scale (all remaining reserved matters) 
attached to Planning Application 
15/02419/OUT - Outline application for 
the construction of up to 80 dwellings, 
convenience store, petrol filling station 
and healthcare uses. Land Adjacent 
and rear of Police Houses, York Road

20/00990/FUL Construction of 
3no dormer windows to the front 
elevation and the formation of 
additional habitable accommodation 
to the existing first floor of the 
dwellinghouse. Fairhaven Alne Road 
Easingwold.

20/00938/CAT Works to a tree in 
a conservation area. County Library 
Market Place Easingwold.

Coroner's appeal to 
trace Easingwold man's 

next of kin
Police are appealing on behalf of the 

Coroner’s Office to trace the family 
of Graham Freer, who lived at Croft 
Close, Easingwold.

Police attended Mr Freer’s address 
on Friday 5 June due to a welfare 
concern and sadly they found Mr Freer 
deceased. There are no suspicious 
circumstances.

It is believed that Mr Freer, who was 
born on 4 April 1947, has children but 
coroner's officers have been unable 
to locate or obtain any details about 
them.

Anyone with information is asked 
to contact the Coroner’s Office in 
Northallerton.

FREEMASONS 
SUPPORT EASINGWOLD 

COMMUNITY
The Forest of Galtres Lodge (the 

Easingwold Freemasons) may not be 
able to meet because of the Covid19 
pandemic, but their charitable 
instincts have not been blunted. 
Normally after a meeting they pay for 
a meal together. Some of them have 
donated the saved cost of those meals 
into the charity account. With some 
help from the provincial charity, the 
lodge has been able to present almost 
£700 to the Easingwold and District 
Community Care Association, to help 
with the vital work that organization 
is continuing to do through the current 
crisis.

Return to school
Easingwold Primary School were 

thrilled to welcome back more 
children last week. Up until now, 
school has only been open for key 
worker children but was able to open 
up to some children in Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 6 last Monday. Staff 
planned carefully to ensure that social 
distancing and extra cleaning regimes 
made it as safe as possible and 
children were prepared with a booklet 

of photographs so they knew what 
their new classroom layouts looked 
like. Luckily, the sun was shining 
which made it a beautiful morning 
to return. Children came back with 
huge smiles on their faces and were 
so happy to see their friends and 
teachers. The day ran smoothly and 
the children did a fantastic job at 
following new ways of working. 

Alison Cottrell, (Acting 
Headteacher)

Send them to The Easingwold Advertiser, 
Advertiser Office, Market Place, 
Easingwold, York YO61 3AB or Email them 
to: news@easingwoldadvertiser.com or 
news@thirskweeklynews.com

PHOTOGRAPHS
OF EASINGWOLD 
AND THIRSK
Have you any photographs from 
the last 50 years that might be of 
interest and bring back memories 
to readers in Easingwold and 
Thirsk areas?

Suitable captions and names of 
those pictured would be 
appreciated. 

These will be 
printed when 
space allows, 
and returned after publication.
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Got a 
story?
Let us know

Did 
you 

know...?

I’d like 
to say...

TOFT ANIMAL SUPPLIES 

Local Delivery Service Available
Open Monday to Saturday |  Tel:- 01347 823444

Raskelf Road, Easingwold YO61 3LA  |  www.toftanimalsupplies.co.uk

WE ARE DELIGHTED TO BE RE-OPENING!
Our shop will be open from Monday June 15th

 Open – Mon/Tues/Thurs 8.30am-5pm, Sat 9-12
  Wed/Fri deliveries only

Social distancing measures will apply
We are fully stocked & can’t wait to see our lovely customers again!

‘Help For Heroes’ Founding Patron  
Reconnects With His Military Vehicle Past

A founding patron and ambassador 
of Help for Heroes, Sgt Mark 
Sutcliffe MBE, has found a means 
to represent his days in service and 
reignite his long-standing passion for 
military vehicles by investing in his 
own Lightweight Land Rover. Mark 
has been searching for the right 
Lightweight for many years and, 
with the help of John Brown 4x4 of 
Sowerby, has been able to welcome 
the perfect classic vehicle into his life. 

Mark joined the 2nd Battalion of 
The Royal Anglican Regiment known 
as ‘the poachers’ in 1996. Aged 
17, his passion for driving military 
Land Rovers was sparked through 
commandeering a wide variety of 
military vehicles during his early 
career as a soldier. Mark has served 
in multiple conflicts around the world 
including Afghanistan, Sierra Leone, 
and Iraq, where Mark sadly lost his 
leg in 2006 coming into contact with 
a rocket-propelled grenade. The blood 
loss and severe trauma of the injury 
meant that Mark was lucky to be 
alive and, since his injury, he has 
used his long recovery as a chance to 
enter into a new phase of his military 
career and help others, improving the 
quality of care available to wounded 
service people and their families. 
Mark was awarded a Member of the 
Most Excellent Order of the British 
Empire (MBE) in 2012 for effectively 
transforming the level and quality of 
care offered to those injured in service 
and their loved ones, spending his 
final day in the Army receiving his 
award at Buckingham Palace in 2013. 
Mark didn’t stop there, following on 
by becoming a founding patron of the 
famous charity ‘Help for Heroes’ and 
helping to provide a wider range of 
opportunities for ex-service people in 
adaptive sports and education. 

Although Mark was not employed as 
a driver, he will never forget his early 
experiences of driving the Land Rover 
Lightweight before it was withdrawn 
and it quickly took centre stage as 
his favourite vehicle due to its rugged 
and simple design. Mark may have 
left the army in 2013, but his passion 
for military vehicles and his love for 

driving Land Rovers hasn’t wavered, 
with Mark finally being able to fulfil his 
dream of owning a Lightweight when 
coming across the John Brown 4x4 
classic car range. 

Having the largest collection of 
classic cars in the UK, Mark was 
thrilled with the range of Land Rovers 
and military vehicles that John Brown 
4x4 had to offer, each restored to 
its original beauty and in perfect 
condition. His search for the right 
type and condition of Lightweight had 
been a long one and John Brown 4x4 
were happy to bring this to a close. 
The team of passionate experts were 
able to provide all the support Mark 
required in finding his dream vehicle 
and allowed him to bring an old 
passion to the forefront of his life once 
again by having the ideal Land Rover 
Lightweight for him to take home. 

The day Mark safely collected 
his very own ex-military and fully 
restored Lightweight was made even 
more special by the incredible and 
emotional realisation that himself 
and a member of the John Brown 
4x4 team had served in Iraq at the 
same time and location without 
crossing paths. Steve Penman joined 
the British Army in 2003, serving in 
Iraq in 2005 on Op Telic 8 alongside 
Mark and Afghanistan in 2011 
before becoming a Corporal Class 1 
Armoured mechanic qualified to work 
with a huge range of service vehicles. 
Mark Sutcliffe MBE and Steve Penman 
were able to reminisce and reflect 
on their experiences in Iraq, sharing 
and reaffirming their passion for both 
the driving and restoring of military 
vehicles fifteen years on - a truly 
unforgettable day. 

Though Mark officially left the 
Army in 2013, his experiences and 
dedication to his service will stick 
with him throughout his life. Mark has 
said that ‘Whilst the person leaves 
the Army, the Army never leaves the 
person’ and he is thrilled to have 
a treasured piece from his days in 
service back with him, allowing his 
wife and daughter to share in his 
passion and gain an insight into his 
time as a soldier.

Businesses urged to 
take advantage of free 

advice services
New businesses and those that are 

diversifying as a result of the effects 
of the Covid-19 pandemic are being 
urged to make sure they take the right 
advice before committing their time 
and money.

To support the economic recovery 
from the pandemic, North Yorkshire 
Trading Standards service is currently 
offering all its advice services free 
to any businesses, with particular 
focus on those that are starting up 
or changing the products or services 
they sell as a result of Covid-19.

North Yorkshire library service 
has also invested in a wide-ranging 
business advice package that is freely 
available online and of particular value 
to start-up businesses.

The Trading Standards service 
waived its fees when lockdown 
began and will continue to give free 
advice until at least September. A 
specialist team can provide advice on 
all aspects of trading standards law.  

One business to take advantage is 
Cooper King Distillery, which is based 
at Sutton-on-the-Forest, near York. 
Cooper King Distillery was founded in 
2016 by Dr Abbie Neilson and Chris 
Jaume to produce sustainable spirits. 
It is England’s only self-built whisky 
and gin distillery, and one of only a 
handful in the country to run on 100 
per cent green energy.

During the pandemic Chris and 
Abbie, like some other distillers, have 
switched some production to hand 
sanitizer to address high demand.

Chris said: “We reached out to 
Trading Standards during the Covid 
pandemic to seek clarification on the 
labelling requirements for alcohol-
based hand sanitizer. We had 
diversified from producing sustainable 
gin and whisky in our distillery to hand 
sanitizer to help fight the spread of 
the disease.

“The department responded quickly 
with concise and useful information, 
which gave us the confidence 
to donate and supply sanitizer to 
schools, hospitals and care homes 
across the country. As a business, 
we’re not just focused on our 
environmental responsibilities but our 
social responsibilities too, and Trading 
Standards helped us respond with 
agility during this crisis.”

Cooper King is considering 
adding hand sanitizer to its range 
permanently. There, too, Trading 
Standards advice has been helpful, 
as while some regulations have been 
relaxed for now, that won’t be the 
case in the long term.

North Yorkshire County Councillor 
Andrew Lee, Executive Member for 

Open for Business, said: “Our Trading 
Standards offer is about doing as 
much as we can to support businesses 
at this time. We want to see North 
Yorkshire’s economy emerge strongly 
and we want to support innovation. 

“That’s why we recommend that 
anyone planning to start or diversify 
a business, perhaps manufacturing 
or importing protective equipment, or 
shift their business model, perhaps 
moving from bricks and mortar 
premises to online, contact our team 
before committing themselves.

“For example, products must meet 
safety regulations and businesspeople 
have responsibilities as manufacturers 
or importers. Our team can make 
sure you understand and meet the 
requirements. We want businesses to 
succeed, that’s why we want to offer 
them the right advice from the start.”

Businesses can contact the Trading 
Standards team in Northallerton. 
Information about product safety, 
including imports, can be found on the 
NYCC website. 

Fears of drowning increase in North Yorkshire this 
summer after fatalities in the county doubled

Families from North Yorkshire are 
being urged to improve their water 
safety knowledge after statistics 
showed fatalities in the county have 
more than doubled in just a year.

On the eve of its Drowning 
Prevention Week campaign, this year 
taking place from 12-19 June, the 
Royal Life Saving Society UK (RLSS 
UK) is appealing for people to learn 
basic water safety and rescue skills, 
and build their confidence in, on 
and around the water, which could 
ultimately save lives. 

The charity is fearful that there 
could be a significant rise in drowning 
accidents and fatalities across the 
UK this summer when lockdown 
restrictions lift further, with a worrying 
number of accidents already hitting 
the news.

Despite the number of accidental 
drownings dropping in the UK in the 
last year, latest statistics reveal that  
623 people still died from drowning 
in the UK in 2019, and with lifeguard 
patrols currently postponed and 
emergency services already stretched 

to the limit, people are more at risk 
now than ever before.

In 2019, 17 people were reported 
to have drowned in North Yorkshire, 
a staggering 113% rise from 2018 
(8 fatalities). The county is ranked as 
the 8th highest in the UK for drowning 
deaths, with 117 fatalities in the last 
five years.

As part of Drowning Prevention 
Week, families are being urged to 
access the RLSS UK’s FREE resources 
to learn how to keep themselves and 
their loved ones, safe. The children’s 
resources aim to teach water safety 
in a fun and engaging way, whilst the 
Lifesaver-Lifechanger tool caters for 
older children and adults.

RLSS UK CEO Robert Gofton said: 
“We are extremely concerned that this 
summer will see people rushing to 
jump into the water without proceeding 
with caution and understanding the 
potential life-threatening implications.

“Although amazing work has 
been done to reduce the number 
of accidental drownings across the 
UK and Ireland, this year has been 

unprecedented in so many ways. We 
have witnessed a recent increase 
in public euphoria and risk-taking 
behaviour.

“North Yorkshire has a particularly 
high rate of drowning incidences and 
we urge as many people as possible to 
access our resources to learn how to 
stay safe.  RLSS UK believes that the 
majority of drowning incidents can be 
prevented. By learning to recognize to 
the potential dangers, and becoming 
confident in how to respond to an 
emergency, you could save a life”.

Tel: 01347 821329 
Fax: 01347 822576

Email: 
sales@easingwoldadvertiser.com
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ADVERTISEMENT
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01347 822576
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in this space 
from as little as
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Arts centre set for summer makeover
Rural Arts today announces that The 

Courthouse – North Yorkshire’s only 
professionally run cross-arts centre – 
will remain closed until the beginning 
of August 2020. 

Since closing its doors, the Thirsk-
based charity’s online initiative 
#RADISH – Rural Arts’ Daily 
Inspiration while Staying at Home 
– has reached over 3,000 people. 
It has also reintroduced two of its 
outreach projects, which usually take 
place all across North Yorkshire, in 
virtual formats. Now, the organization 
shares its plans for The Courthouse’s 
reopening. 

“Coronavirus has had a devastating 
impact, locally, nationally and 
internationally, and Rural Arts has 
been investigating the different 
ways we can move forward through 
this challenging period” says Chief 
Executive, Max May. 

“In February, we started work 
on an exciting £200,000 capital 
redevelopment of the building. Given 
the impact that Government-mandated 
closures and social distancing will 

have on our activity for months to 
come, after consultation with staff 
and trustees, we’ve decided the best 
course of action is to keep the building 
closed and to forge ahead with our 
redevelopment. This will allow us to 
make transformational changes to our 
building and ensure that when we 
do reopen, The Courthouse is better 
than ever.”

The redevelopment work includes 
a new accessible bathroom, brand 
new café and shop facilities, state-
of-the-art equipment, innovative 
environmental improvements and vital 
structural repair.

“As we approach our thirtieth 
anniversary, and enter the “new 
normal”, we’re looking forward to 
providing our communities with 
exciting new equipment and an 
improved experience”, continues 
Max. “We’re grateful for your patience 
and support as we start this exciting 
journey.” 

The charity is now getting in touch 
with customers to reschedule dates 
for postponed activities and events.

Council supporting primary schools  
following new guidance on reopening

More than two-thirds of North 
Yorkshire’s primary schools have now 
reopened to reception, Year 1 and 
Year 6 pupils since June 1 and the 
county council is supporting schools 
in the decision they must make on 
whether they can reopen to more 
pupils prior to the school summer 
holidays.

This follows new Government 
guidance that primary schools are 
to be given flexibility on whether or 
not to admit more pupils in addition 
to the existing children of critical 
workers, vulnerable students and key 
year groups. 

The Government initially intended 
for schools to open their doors to 
additional year groups, so that all 
primary pupils would spend four 
weeks in school before the summer 
break. 

Corporate director for Children 
and Young People’s Services, Stuart 
Carlton, said: “We will be supporting 
schools in their decisions on whether 
or not they can open safely to more 
year groups in the run-up to the 
school summer holidays. 

“This is a challenging time for 
primary schools; they are working 
hard to put in place arrangements 
which keep pupils safe and feeling 
secure and which work for their 
particular school and community.

“We are continuing to work 
with them towards reopening in 
September, or earlier if they feel they 
have capacity to admit more children 
whilst maintaining social distancing 
and other safety measures.” 

A total of 268 of North Yorkshire’s 
300 primary schools have already 
opened to key year groups. They have 

reported a positive first week, with 
measures in place for pupils working 
well.  They have all completed risk 
assessments and put in place social 
distancing and arrangements for 
hand-washing and hygiene.

Cllr Patrick Mulligan, Executive 
Member for Schools, said: “We are 
glad that schools which have opened 
to some year groups so far have found 
their arrangements have worked 
well and children have settled back 
into school quickly. Teachers have 
worked hard to put creative and safe 
measures in place to give children a 
stable learning environment.

“We are grateful to parents for their 
co-operation and the part they have 
played in helping children settle into 
the school routine where they can.”

Secondary schools will be opening 
from June 15 to allow students in key 
year groups – Year 10 and Year 12 – 
to have contact with teachers as they 
study for exams they will sit next year. 
Only a quarter of each of those two 
year groups will be in school at a time.

Social distancing will be in place on 
home to school transport and parents 
are reminded to register their need 
for transport each week online until 
the summer holidays, to ensure there 
are enough seats to provide suitable 
distances between pupils. 

To register, parents should visit 
North Yorkshire County Council’s 
website and fill in the online form for 
each child. Vehicles will be running 
along usual routes with normal pick-
up and drop-off times. Where capacity 
is limited, priority will be given to 
pupils who are already entitled to 
free travel.

Election of Bishop Stephen Cottrell as the 
98th Archbishop of York, Thursday 11 June 2020
Bishop Stephen Geoffrey Cottrell 

was today formally ‘Elected’ by York 
Minster’s College of Canons to be 
the 98th Archbishop of York.  The 
election endorses the Queen’s 
nomination of Bishop Stephen as the 
new Archbishop, in a ceremony that 
has been part of the statutory process 
for appointing senior bishops in the 
Church of England since 1533.

The Election ceremony normally 
takes place in York Minster’s Chapter 
House with all of the Minster’s Canons 
present in person, but it was held 
today via video conference to comply 
with the Coronavirus restrictions. 

As required by the 1533 Appointment 
of Bishops Act, the proclamation 
below, issued by the Right Revd Dr 
Jonathan Frost, Dean of York, as the 
President of the Minster’s College of 
Canons, was published at the end of 
the Election ceremony to announce 
the result:

“In the name of the College of 
Canons We, Jonathan Hugh Frost, 
being the Dean of the Cathedral and 
Metropolitical Church of Saint Peter in 
York and President of the College of 
Canons of the said Cathedral Church,

“Being required publicly to notify 
and declare that the See of the 
Archbishopric of York having been for 
some time vacant by the resignation 
of the Most Reverend John Tucker 
Mugabi Sentamu last Archbishop 
thereof,

“We the said College of Canons of 
this Cathedral Church (in pursuance of 
and proceeding according to the tenor 
of a Writ of Congé D’Élire and Letter 
Recommendatory from Her Sacred 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second 
to Us directed and delivered) have 
this day Elected the Right Reverend 
Stephen Geoffrey Cottrell Bishop of 
Chelmsford to be our Archbishop and 
Pastor in this Archiepiscopal See of 
York whom God long preserve.

Read in the Deanery of the Cathedral 
Church of York aforesaid the eleventh 
day of June in the Year of Our Lord 
Two Thousand and Twenty, By us, 
Dean of York.”

Bishop Stephen’s appointment as 
Archbishop will be completed in the 
Confirmation of Election ceremony to 

be held at 11.00am in July 2020, 
in a service that will be broadcast 
entirely via video conference due 
to the Coronavirus restrictions. The 

service will be available on the Church 
of England website.

Arrangements for Bishop Stephen’s 
enthronement service at York Minster 
will be announced later in the year.
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MISCELLANEOUS

PART TIME MECHANIC/ENGINEER 
REQUIRED for the Thirsk area. Please 
contact James, Black Dog Machinery 
07454 520537. 
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TOP SOIL 
FOR SALE

Load sizes from  
1 ton to 10 tonnes  
& Prices Start at  

£25 per ton

M. Fairweather 
Groundworks 
07974 435353

Coronavirus
Pandemic

Please note that due to the Covid-19 virus our 
staff are working from home.

 You can still contact us during opening times 
9am – 1pm Mon. Tues. Thurs and Friday using 

the normal telephone numbers:  
01347 822875 or by email at:  

info@edcca.org.uk

We are co-ordinating volunteers to assist people 
in Easingwold and the surrounding villages who 

are self-isolating or in need of help with shopping 
and collecting prescriptions. Please let us know if 

you need help. 

Thank you

Day Centre and Woven Branches is currently 
closed and all minibus outings have been 

cancelled until further notice due to the Covid-
19 virus.

Meals on Wheels
Due to the Covid- 19 pandemic Easingwold 
District Community Care  Association has 

extended this service to 5 days a week  - Monday 
to Friday.

The meals service supplies a freshly cooked, 
nutritious, hot two course meal, delivered by 
a team of friendly volunteers. This service is 
currently offered in a number of local areas. 

Please contact Helen Beck on 07541 356046 or 
email: helen.beck@edcca.org.uk

The daily cost is £6.80 with free delivery. 
Payment will be by invoice.

Thirsk Clock and Thirsk 
Community Care  

(now known jointly as 
Thirsk Community Works) 

Thirsk 
Community 

Care &  
Thirsk Clock

For more information, 
 including volunteering 

opportunities, you can visit  
thirskcommunitycare.org.uk 

or thirskclock.com
Church Hall, St James 

Green, Thirsk, YO7 1AQ
Tel: 01845 524 494  E-mail: 

info@theclock.org
Thank you for your ongoing 

support.

Send them to The Easingwold Advertiser, 
Advertiser Office, Market Place, 
Easingwold, York YO61 3AB or Email them 
to: news@easingwoldadvertiser.com or 
news@thirskweeklynews.com

PHOTOGRAPHS
OF EASINGWOLD 
AND THIRSK
Have you any photographs from 
the last 50 years that might be of 
interest and bring back memories 
to readers in Easingwold and 
Thirsk areas?

Suitable captions and names of 
those pictured would be 
appreciated. 

These will be 
printed when 
space allows, 
and returned after publication.

You bend ’em… 
 …I’ll mend ’em!

Garry Langthorne
11a Carr Lane 

Sutton-on-the-Forest, York YO61 1EB

Tel: 01347 811113
Mobile: 07879 285549

CLM
ACCIDENT  
REPAIRS

MARK SHERRY 
ELECTRICAL
All aspects of 
electrical work 

undertaken
Local, friendly, 
reliable service

20 years experience
Telephone 07710 528200
 01904 470791

Mark The 
Mole Man
Moles, Rabbits, Squirrels  

Wasps, Cluster Flies 

and Pest Control

07801868425 

mark@markthemoleman.co.uk

Virtual marathon Thirsk and Sowerby Harriers
The latest club virtual championship 

event took place over last weekend, 
on yet another excellent course set by 
Rob Burn, for members to use or find 
their own parallel course to replace 
the HDSRL event at Nidd Valley.  71 
members and friends completed the 
course, a tremendous turnout, and 
really keeping runners motivated, 
if that were necessary!  The route 
was multi-terrain and just less than 
6 miles, with a bit of a climb, and 
Tom Levi, who continues his superb 
form - what a pity there aren't any 
actual races for him to enter - did the 
fastest time of 35.08.  Ever present 
Stephan Tomaszewski was 2nd in 
39.23 and Matt Jones 3rd in 39.29.  
Esther Harrison was once again first 
lady finisher in 41.39 with running 
machine, Lorraine Hiles, 2nd in 43.11 

and Trudy Morrice 3rd in 44.13.  This 
was the 7th out of a possible 20 Club 
Championship races.  Will we be able 
to do any actual races before the end 
of the year, I wonder?  

Meanwhile, Phillip Craig and Tracey 
Lowther had set their sights far 
higher when they completed a virtual 
marathon with Run With The World.  
The two runners kept one another 
going over the testing course set by 
Tracey's husband, Mike, and Phillip 
took 5.29.58, Tracey 5.30.34.  Their 
training is in preparation for a 55 mile 
race, if it goes ahead, later in the year, 
and they are aiming to try to do a 
marathon distance once a month!

Pictured: Phillip Craig and Tracey 
Lowther, tired but happy after their 
virtual marathon.

SPORT ENGLAND 
GRANT SUCCESS FOR 
HAMBLETON CLUBS 

Seventeen Hambleton based sport 
clubs have received cash to help them 
through the coronavirus pandemic.

The clubs take a share of £49,902 
from Sport England’s Community 
Emergency Fund – the largest amount 
to be awarded to an individual area.

Clubs from Northallerton, Stokesley, 
Thirsk, Bedale, Thornton le Moor, 
Sessay, Leake and Sowerby have all 
benefited from grants – which range 
from £310 to £8,234.  The funding will 
go towards sustaining cricket, bowls, 
football, gymnastics and swimming 
clubs during a period when most 
sporting activity has been put on hold.  

“The outbreak of the virus and 
consequent shutdown of businesses at 
short notice left the sport and physical 
activity sector facing uncertainty,” 
said District Councillor Mrs Bridget 
Fortune, portfolio holder for leisure.

“But thanks to Sport England our 
local sports clubs - who support and 
encourage our communities to be 
active - are getting some help. We 
were extremely lucky in Hambleton 
that we were one of the highest 
benefactors to date from this fund.”

Grants went to: Thornton Le Moor 
CC; Stokesley Bowls Club; Tanfield 
Angling Club; Golf in Society; Stokesley 
CC; Thirsk CC; Stokesley Sports Club; 
Bedale Junior FC; Thirsk School of 
Gymnastics; Bedale AFC; Sessay CC; 
Thirsk Falcons FC; Sowerby Flatts 
Bowling Club; Thirsk Athletic Sports 
and Social Club; Leake CC; and 
Northallerton Amateur Swimming 
Club.

• The £35m fund, which is a 
combination of National Lottery and 
government funding has been made 
available in response to the COVID-19 
crisis to deliver immediate funding to 
those most in need.  It is specifically 
targeted at organizations who have 
a role in supporting the nation to be 
active but who are experiencing short-
term financial hardship or ceasing 
of operations due to the impact of 
coronavirus.  Grants between £300 
to £10,000 are available however the 
fund is temporarily paused to new 
applications.

County bids for funds 
to support walking and 

cycling
A bid to fund measures to encourage 

more walking and cycling in North 
Yorkshire to help people to maintain 
social distancing and to ease pressure 
on public transport is being submitted 
to the Government this week.

North Yorkshire County Council 
has been allocated £1.3m from the 
Government’s £225m emergency 
active travel fund to support walking 
and cycling as part of the national 
recovery from the Covid-19 pandemic.

The County Council can bid for 
this £1.3m in two stages. Initially, 
£266,000 is being made available 
and the authority is submitting a 
bid this week to use that to fund 
temporary measures of the type it 
is already putting in place in towns 
across the county, such as coning 
off some on-street parking bays to 
widen footways to make it easier 
for pedestrians to observe social 
distancing.

The authority expects to learn 
shortly how it will be able to bid for 
the remaining £1.1m. That bid will be 
guided by the County Council’s Local 
Cycling and Walking Infrastructure 
Plans and consideration of requests 
for schemes received by the authority.

County Councillor Don Mackenzie, 
Executive Member for Access, said: 
“In North Yorkshire, we have a long-
standing commitment to active, 
sustainable travel, so we welcome this 
funding to support our ambitions and 

to make important small but effective 
changes to help people to travel safely 
as we emerge from the Covid-19 
pandemic.

“The funding will help us to deliver 
measures to encourage walking and 
cycling, in part to ease pressure 
on the much-reduced capacity of 
public transport as a result of social 
distancing.

“We are already taking a considered 
approach to measures to facilitate 
social distancing in town centres, 
effectively widening some footpaths 
so that people can access shops while 
remaining at a safe distance from 
other pedestrians. We aim to achieve 
a balance that ensures effective 
access for all road users and, with our 
partners, will keep our approach and 
actions under review.”

Any projects funded in the first stage 
of the emergency active travel fund 
must be started within four weeks of 
the money being made available and 
completed within eight, so these will 
be improvements that can be realised 
in a short time rather than major 
projects.

Actions that could be considered 
might include converting traffic lanes 
into temporary cycle lanes; widening 
existing cycle lanes to enable cyclists 
to maintain distancing; using cones 
and barriers to widen footways 
on key sections of road; widening 
pedestrian refuges and crossings to 
enable people to cross safely and 
at a distance; encouraging walking 
and cycling to school; introducing 
pedestrian and cycle zones; providing 
additional cycle parking facilities and 

making changes to junction designs to 
accommodate more cyclists.

The Department for Transport is 
keen for local authorities to bring 
forward schemes that are already 
planned and that can be constructed 
relatively quickly. The County Council 
will look to do so when bidding for the 
remaining £1.1m.

Cllr Mackenzie added: “We intend to 
take full advantage of this funding. The 
amount on offer and the requirement 
to spend it quickly mean that we will 
be looking to make small but effective 
improvements that offer the maximum 
benefit.

“It will not be practical to fund major 
projects. To give some context, if the 
£1.3m were to be spent solely on new 
permanent segregated cycle routes it 
would be sufficient to pay for about 
three kilometres, less than two miles, 
of cycle path.

“We know that there are many 
people across North Yorkshire who are 
enthusiastic about sustainable, active 
travel, as we are, and we are keen to 
hear suggestions for consideration, 
but in relation to this current funding it 
is important to keep those suggestions 
realistic.”

People can contact the County 
Council with suggestions for social 
distancing or active travel measures 
at the NYCC website, where they 
can also find details of current social 

distancing measures in place on the 
county’s highways.

The money allocated through the 
emergency active travel fund is 
the first phase of a £2bn five-year 
sustainable travel package announced 
by the Government.


